
PBS LearningMedia Resources: Race, Racism, Protests,  
Civil Rights, Current Events, and more. 
Arizona PBS education staff collected resources from PBS LearningMedia to support educators and 
families while discussing race, racism, protesting, civil rights, Black history and historical 
individuals, bias, past and current events, and more. These resources are free and open for all to 
use. If you have any questions about these tools, please contact Arizona PBS education and 
community impact at azpbslearn@asu.edu  

 

 
Please note: This is not an exhaustive list of resources. These educational materials are to be used in conjunction with other resources, conversations, and instruction to 
provide the most complete context for students. These resources are appropriate for middle and high school students, unless otherwise noted.  
 

As with all educational materials, please preview these resources prior to utilizing with students to check for appropriateness. 
 

Topic Resources 

Protests ● Peaceful Protests 
● Protest and Politics 
● American Experience: Freedom Riders | The Tactic 
● Freedom Rides of 1961 
● March on Washington | Racial Equity: How Far Have We Come and How Far Do We Still Need to Go? 
● The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution 
● Theatre as Protest 
● Protests at the White House 
● Youth Explain Why They March 
● Art for Change 
● Decisions in the Streets 
● Whose Streets? 

  

Black History & 
Historical Individuals  

● Reconstruction: America After the Civil War with Henry Louis Gates, Jr.  
● The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross 

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/wwp11.socst.global.conn.lppeacepro/peaceful-protests/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/1fdf63f7-e42a-4b04-abd9-a68efb851a4b/protest-and-politics-essential-lens/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/1fdf63f7-e42a-4b04-abd9-a68efb851a4b/protest-and-politics-essential-lens/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fr11.soc.civil.tactics.frtactic/freedom-riders-the-tactic/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/freedom-riders/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/marchonwashington/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/7e4d3b9a-3de5-477c-8d9e-f5416575a513/march-on-washington-lesson-plan-racial-equality-how-far-have-we-come-and-how-far-do-we-still-need-to-go/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/the-black-panthers-vanguard-of-the-revolution-collection/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/hans17-ela-theater/lorraine-hansberry-a-raisin-in-the-sun-theater-as-protest/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/whitehouse_inside_story_4/the-white-house-inside-story-protests-at-the-white-house/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/60e00ed8-c0da-475b-9b58-6c247c3d60cd/youth-explain-why-they-march-in-the-current-protests/#.XtUVmmhKg2w
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/art-for-change/#.XtUdsWhKg2w
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/iml04.soc.ush.civil.decsts/decision-in-the-streets/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/7d0d3413-e5d6-4fc7-a8cd-8fb9fcbb20ea/whose-streets-lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/reconstruction-america-after-the-civil-war/
http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/the-african-americans-many-rivers-to-cross/


 
 

 

● Georgia’s Black History Collection 
● Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise 
● Coded Geographies: The Green Book | South Central Civic Action 
● Lorraine Hansberry | A Raisin in the Sun: Jim Crow, Home Ownership, and the American Dream 
● East Lake Meadows: Redlining | Stereotyping and the Narrative of the Welfare Queen 
● The Lowdown 

○ How Many Americans Live in Poverty, and What Does That Actually Mean? 
○ What You Need to Know About Gentrification  

● A New Gilded Age: Income Inequality in the United States Today 
● Finding Your Roots: Ruth Simmons | Maya Rudolph | Sean Combs | Valerie Jarrett | Derek Jeter | 

Courtney B. Vance | Condoleeza Rice | Samuel L. Jackson | John Lewis | Wanda Sykes 
● American Icons: Malcom X | Rosa Parks | Muhammed Ali | Sojourner Truth | George Washington Carver | 

Martin Luther King Jr. | Jackie Robinson 
● American Masters: James Baldwin | Maya Angelou | Lorraine Hansberry | August Wilson | Zora Neale 

Hurston | Bill T. Jones | Sammy Davis Jr. | Ralph Ellison 

Race ● What is “Race”? 
● Race & Jazz in New Orleans 
● Is Race Real? 
● America After Ferguson: America and Race 
● The Talk: Race in America 

Riots of the Past ● The Atlanta Riot 
● 1964: Anger in Harlem 
● Wilmington, North Carolina, 1898: Prelude to a Riot 
● The Harlem Riot 
● The Atlanta Race Riot of 1906 
● The Lowdown: Police, Race, and Unrest in America’s Cities 

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/black-history-collection/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/black-america-since-mlk-and-still-i-rise/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/coded-geographies-the-green-book-video/lost-la/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/coded-geographies-south-central-civic-action-video/lost-la/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/hans17-ssela-jimcrow/lorraine-hansberry-a-raisin-in-the-sun-jim-crow-home-ownership-and-the-american-dream/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/east-lake-meadows-redlining/east-lake-meadows-a-public-housing-story-video/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/east-lake-meadows-stereotyping/east-lake-meadows-a-public-housing-story-video/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/poverty-line-kqed/the-lowdown-how-many-americans-live-in-poverty-and-what-does-that-actually-mean-lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/gentrification-kqed-lowdown/the-lowdown-what-you-need-to-know-about-gentrification-lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/dream16.socialstudies.gilded/the-new-gilded-age/#.XtUdK2hKg2w
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr12.socst.us.1950pres.jctx/growing-up-under-jim-crow-in-grapeland-texas/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/88aa2881-aada-4276-912a-bb28f7084ae2/maya-rudolphs-ancestry-and-the-emancipation-proclamation-clip/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/332d40c9-1c12-48f3-a1c0-753fcd6cfd25/sean-combs-ancestry-and-african-americans-in-the-civil-war-clip/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr14.socst.us.rochon/the-rochons-an-african-american-dynasty/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr14.socst.us.jeter/derek-jeter-the-family-name/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr14.socst.us.cw.courag/john-janey-the-courage-to-flee-and-to-fight/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr12.socst.us.1950pres.jcal/growing-up-under-jim-crow-in-birmingham-alabama/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr12.socst.us.1950pres.jctn/growing-up-under-jim-crow-in-piedmont-west-virginia-and-chattanooga-tennessee/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr12.socst.us.1950pres.mopowin/the-most-powerful-instrument/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr12.socst.us.const.franc/wanda-sykess-free-ancestors-in-the-1600s-and-1700s/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-lp-malcolm-x/lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-lp-rosa-parks/lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-lp-muhammad-ali/lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-lp-sojourner-truth/sojourner-truth/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-lp-george-w-carver/george-w-carver/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-lp-martin-luther-king-jr/lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/46793560-38b2-4bb5-89c9-c56db02c0bbe/jackie-robinson/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/james-baldwin-the-price-of-the-ticket/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/maya-angelou-and-still-i-rise/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/hans17-lorraine-hansberry-sighted/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/august-wilson-the-ground-on-which-i-stand/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/zora-neale-hurston-jump-at-the-sun/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/zora-neale-hurston-jump-at-the-sun/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/bill-t-jones-a-good-man/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/sammy-davis-jr-ive-gotta-be-me/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/ralph-ellison-an-american-journey/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr14.socst.us.whatrace/what-is-race/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fyr12.socst.us.1950pres.lpracejaz/crescent-city-gumbo-race-jazz-in-new-orleans/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pbs_org14_race_soc_2/race-the-power-of-an-illusion-is-race-real/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ferg14.soc.race/america-after-ferguson-america-and-race/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/the-talk/video/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bf09.socst.us.prog.atlriot/the-atlanta-riot/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/amex26-soc-64ntharlem/1964-anger-in-harlem/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bf10.socst.us.indust.wilming/wilmington-north-carolina1898-prelude-to-a-riot/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/aml15.ela.lit.riot/the-harlem-riot/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/d537b305-c6b0-4f50-8139-d603fa7ddf18/the-atlanta-race-riot-of-1906/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/1967-riots-kqed/the-lowdown-police-race-and-unrest-in-americas-cities-lesson-plan/


 
 

 

● Riots & the Birth of Black Television 
● Wilmington: A Peaceful City Turned Violent 

Bias ● Confronting Bias 
● Who, Me? Biased?: Understanding Implicit Bias 
● Ruben Salazar: Man in the Middle: Objectivity and Bias in Journalism 
● The Lowdown: How Good Are You at Detecting Bias? 
● And Then They Came For Us: Confronting Bias and Hate 

Civil Rights ● Civil Rights: Then & Now 
● The Supreme Court: Civil Rights & Civil Liberties 
● Civil Rights 
● American Experience: Civil Rights 
● The Lowdown: The Unfinished Business from the March on Washington and the Civil Rights Movement 
● The Civil Rights Landscape Today for People of Color 
● The Economic Impact of Racial Discrimination 

Current Events & News ● Frontline 
○ How the Deck is Stacked? 
○ Investigating the Newark Police Department  
○ Perspectives on Police Encounters 
○ The Return of School Segregation in Eight Charts 
○ Separate and Unequal | School Integration 

● Exploring Racial Barriers at NASA 
● PBS NewsHour Daily News Story 
● Above the Noise 

○ Affirmative Action: Should Race Be a Factor in College Admissions? 
○ Why are Schools Still So Segregated? 

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct14.soc.bblblatel/say-brother-riots-the-birth-of-black-television/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bf09.socst.us.const.lossrights/wilmington-a-peaceful-city-turned-violent/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/confronting-bias-ethics-in-the-classroom/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ilpov18-soc-il-ilbias/who-me-biased-understanding-implicit-bias/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ruben-salazar-lesson-plan/ruben-salazar-man-in-the-middle-lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/confirmation-bias-kqed/the-lowdown-how-good-are-you-at-detecting-bias-lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/confronting-bias-and-hate-lesson-plan/korematsu-institute/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civilrightsthenandnow/#.XtUPcWhKg2w
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civil-rights-and-civil-liberties/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civil/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/amex-civil-rights/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/d78e6a29-6e9e-4fda-b0dd-17e84e739539/the-lowdown-the-unfinished-business-of-the-march-on-washington-and-the-civil-rights-movement-lesson-plan/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/eotp16-soc-today/wgbh-world-channel-the-civil-rights-landscape-today-for-people-of-color/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/d693b44c-5967-414d-b643-47d37a5dce54/georgia-stories-the-economic-aspects-of-the-civil-rights-movement/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fln35htds-soc-divide/how-the-deck-is-stacked-the-recoverys-racial-divide-frontline/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fln35-soc-ptpdoj/policing-the-police-investigating-the-newark-police-department-frontline/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fln35-soc-ptpencounters/policing-the-police-perspectives-on-police-encounters-frontline/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fl32-soc-secharts/the-return-of-school-segregation-in-eight-charts/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/fl32-soc-seintro/separate-and-unequal-school-integration/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/1752fffe-3507-4efb-ac00-b6df2372b73e/exploring-racial-barriers-at-nasa/
http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/daily-news-story/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/above-the-noise-collection/#.XpS7pIhKg2w
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/affirmative-action-should-race-be-a-factor/affirmative-action-should-race-be-a-factor-in-college-admissions/
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/racial-segregation-school-kqed/why-are-schools-still-so-segregated-above-the-noise/


 
 

 

○ How Do Algorithms Predict Criminal Behavior? 
● News and Media Literacy 

Resources for Adults 
Working with Young 
Children 

● PBS Parents 
○ How to Teach Young Children about Cultural Awareness & Diversity  
○ Learning to Appreciate Diversity Through Play 
○ Celebrate Family Diversity 
○ Talking to Kids: Families Come in All Shapes and Sizes 
○ Play Pretend: How to Include Others  
○ How to Teach Your Child to Be An “Includer” 
○ 7 Ways for Kids to Learn Empathy Through Acting 
○ Creating an Emotionally Supportive Home Environment 

● PBS NewsHour 
○ 6 Books to Read with Your Kids That Celebrate Differences and Diversity 

● The Talk 
○ It’s Never too Early to Talk to Your Kids About Race 
○ How One Parent Talks to His Biracial Kids About Race 

Non-PBS Resources ● Teaching Tolerance: Race & Ethnicity 
● The Conscious Kid: Black Books Matter: Children’s Books Celebrating Black Boys 
● We Need Diverse Books 
● The Zinn Education Project: Explore by Time Period | If We Knew Our History 
● Social Justice Books: Curated Booklists | See What We See: Children’s and Young Adult Book Reviews | 

Guide for Selecting Anti-Bias Children’s Books 

  

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/criminal-justice-kqed/how-do-algorithms-predict-criminal-behavior-above-the-noise/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/newsandmedialiteracy/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-teach-children-about-cultural-awareness-and-diversity
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/learning-to-appreciate-diversity-through-play
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/celebrate-family-diversity
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/talking-with-kids-families-come-in-all-shapes-and-sizes
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/play-pretend-how-to-include-others
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-teach-your-child-to-be-an-includer
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/7-ways-for-kids-to-learn-empathy-through-acting
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/creating-an-emotionally-supportive-home-environment
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/arts/6-books-to-read-with-your-kids-that-celebrate-differences-and-diverse-lives
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/the-talk/video/never-early-talk-kids-race/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/the-talk/video/alex-mindt-shares-talks-kids-race/
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/race-ethnicity
http://theconsciouskid.org/
https://www.theconsciouskid.org/black-books-matter-childrens-books-celebrating-black-boys
https://diversebooks.org/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/teaching-materials/explore-by-time-period
https://www.zinnedproject.org/if-we-knew-our-history/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/reviews-by-theme/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/guide-for-selecting-anti-bias-childrens-books/

